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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATIONS — HON KEN TRAVERS — NOTICE OF MOTION 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.43 pm]: Again, as 
Hon Liz Behjat has mentioned, I do not propose to take up too much time on this matter, but it occurs to me that 
Hon Nick Goiran has made a very sound point. A considerable number of motions that have been on the notice 
paper for over a year now were thought to be particularly important to those who moved them at the time. Just 
by way of illustration, Hon Sue Ellery’s motion, which has been on the notice paper since 19 June 2013, seems 
to have some considerable priority not only because of the — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! We are nearly at the end of the week. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am sure that Hon Sue Ellery can get up and say her piece on this subject when 
I have completed mine, and I will be interested to hear what she has to say about it. Her motion, for example, 
calls upon this Council to express its concern at the lack of transparent planning for the announced changes 
across Western Australian schools in 2015. It will be 2015 before we get to debate that unless she gets a move 
on. I do not have a problem with Hon Ken Travers being given some priority if it is a matter of actual urgency, 
but perhaps the commitment of the opposition members to support their member might be indicated by their 
willingness to bump him up the list a little by withdrawing all their motions from the notice paper; they can 
always re-introduce them afterwards. 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! It seems to be a day for noise of all sorts.  

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am sorry, Mr President, if I may continue. If this really is an important issue that 
requires everyone else to put aside the concerns that have perplexed and vexed them, and excited their attention 
for the last year, then perhaps the opposition can show its commitment to that urgency by bumping 
Hon Ken Travers’ motion up the list by withdrawing all of theirs and then it can be a matter for individual 
conscience and interest whether anyone else thinks they should be giving priority to Hon Ken Travers’ subject 
matter.  

As presently advised, it seems this is just some piece of political opportunism and no actual urgency has been 
demonstrated in anything — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: There has been no urgency mentioned or demonstrated in this motion that would 
cause it to have greater urgency than anything else that has been raised in the last year and is patiently waiting its 
turn in this chamber. I put the challenge out there: if the opposition is really committed to it, I am happy to 
reconsider my position if it is prepared to get up and withdraw all the motions it has on the notice paper and then 
reintroduce them after Hon Ken Travers has completed his. 
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